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II. THE  PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
ART. n
The President of the Republic as a superordinatc factor of the State co-ordinates
the activities of the supreme organs of State.
ART. 12
The President of the Republic: (a] appoints at hisg own discretion the Prime Minister
and on his recommendation nominates the other Ministers; (b) convenes and dissolves
the Diet (Seym) and Senate; (c) opens, adjourns and closes sessions of the Seym and
Senate; (a) is the Supreme Head of the Armed Forces, (e) represents the State abroad,
receives representatives of foreign States and sends out representatives of the Polish
State; (/) decides on war and peace; (g) concludes and ratines treaties with other
States; (h) nominates State officials whose appointment is reserved to him.
ART. 13
(1)  The  President  of  the   Republic  enjoys  personal  rights  constituting his
prerogatives.
(2)  These prerogatives include: (a) the designation of one of the candidates for the
Presidency of the Republic and the calling of a referendum; (6) the appointment of
his successor in time of war; (c) the nomination and dismissal of the Prime Minister,
the First President of the Supreme Court and the President of the Supreme Board
of Control; (d) the appointment and dismissal of the Commander-in-Chicf and of the
Inspector-General of the Armed Forces; (e) the nomination of the judges of the
Tribunal of State; (/) the nomination of the Senators receiving their mandate by
the President's selection; (g) the appointment and dismissal of the Director and
officials of the President's Household; (h) the dissolution of the Seym and Senate
before the expiration of their term; (z) impeachment of members of the Government
before the Tribunal of State; (j) application of the right of pardon.
ART. 14
(1)  The official acts of the President of the Republic require for their validity the
countersignature of the Prune Minister and of the competent Minister.
(2)  For official acts arising out of the President's prerogatives countersignature is
not necessary.
ART. 15
(ij The President of the Republic is not responsible for his official acts.
(2) For actions not connected with the discharge of his duties the President of
the Republic cannot be arraigned during the term of his office.
ART. 16
Jbe election of the President of the Republic takes place as follows:
candidate for Presidency is chosen by the Assembly of Electors,
he retiring President of the Republic has the right to propose another
te
(4\ If the retiring President of the Republic avails himself of this right, the new
President of the Republic shall be chosen by a referendum from between two candi-
dates: the one elected by the Assembly of Electors and the one proposed by the
retiring President of the Republic.
(5) If the retiring President of the Republic declares, that he does not intend to
use ius right to propose a candidate, or if within seven days after the choice made
by the Assembly of Electors he does not propose another candidate and does not call
a referendum, the candidate of the Assembly of Electors shall be considered elected
as the President of the Republic.
ART. 17
(1)  The Assembly of Electors consists of the Speaker (Marshal) of the Senate as
chairman, the Speaker (Marshal) of the Seym as vice-chairman, the Prime Minister,
the First-President of the Supreme Court, the Inspector-General of the Armed Forces
and 75 Electors chosen from among the worthiest citizens two-thirds of whom are
chosen by the Seym and one-third by the Senate.
(2)  The mandates of the Electors lapse by force of the law itself on the day the
newly elected President of the Republic assumes office.